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Pinellas County, FL
• Population: ~ 962K (2022)

• 2nd Smallest county in size

• Most densely populated 
county in Florida

• ~ 3,425 people 
per square mile

• 280 square miles

• 588 miles of coastline

• 35 miles of beaches

• 24 Municipalities



Pinellas County, FL



Types of
Flood Risk

Riverine

Surface / Localized

Coastal

• Storm Surge

• Blue Sky



Blue Sky Flooding Even when it doesn’t rain,
it can still flood.



Managing the Risk

Mapping

Education

Land Use 
Planning

Development 
Regulations

Flood Warning, 
Response & 

Recovery

Mitigation & 
Capital Projects

Comprehensive Floodplain 

Management Program

• Flood Protection Level of Service

• Resiliency

• Federal Program Participation

• Flood Insurance

• Disaster Assistance

• Flood Insurance Discounts



Federal 
Program 

Participation

Community Rating System (CRS)

Incentive to go above and beyond NFIP minimum 
requirements

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

Maps and regulatory basis for local floodplain management 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)  



National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

Flood Maps

Building Codes, 
Regulations & CRS

Mitigation 
Grants

Insurance

A voluntary federal program that provides 

flood insurance to property owners in 

participating communities that adopt and 

enforce floodplain management 

regulations.

“Each leg represents a critical 

part of the balance of success.”

- FEMA



FLOOD INSURANCE DISCOUNT

Community Rating System

CRS CLASSIFICATION



County NFIP Policies & Claims



CRS Timeline



CRS Class 2 Letter



CRS Points Comparison

300 Series:
840 pts

400 Series:
1623 pts

500 Series:
967 pts

600 Series:
365 pts

2019 Verification (Class 3) 2022 Verification (Class 2)

300 Series:
887 pts

400 Series:
1964 pts

500 
Series:

1118 pts

600 Series:
365 pts



CRS Points By Series Comparison

300 Series:
840 pts

400 Series:
1623 pts

500 Series:
967 pts

600 Series:
365 pts

2019 Verification (Class 3) 2022 Verification (Class 2)

300 Series:
887 pts

400 Series:
1964 pts

500 
Series:

1118 pts

600 Series:
365 pts 47 pts

341 pts

151 pts



300 
Series

400 
Series

500 
Series

600 
Series

• Construction Certificates
• Pinellas County Flood Map Service
• Education and Outreach (FRMPIWG)
• Hazard Disclosure for Real Estate Professionals
• Floodplain-related publications available at the 

Public Library Cooperative
• Flood Information on County Website
• Providing on-on-one property protection advice
• Flood insurance assistance

Flood Damage Reduction Activities (300 Series)



300 
Series

400 
Series

500 
Series

600 
Series

Activity 310:
38 pts

Activity 320:
90 pts

Activity 330:
350 pts

Activity 340:
57 pts

Activity 350:
112 pts

Activity 360:
85 pts

Activity 370:
155 pts

Flood Damage Reduction Activities (300 Series)



300 Series Activities



Flood Insurance Assistance



300 
Series

400 
Series

500 
Series

600 
Series

• Conducting and adopting flood studies
• Preserving floodplains as open space
• Freeboard requirements
• Lower substantial improvement threshold
• Coastal A Zone meeting V Zone requirements
• Enclosure limits
• Local drainage protection
• Soil and erosion control
• Water quality regulations
• Stormwater management regulations

Flood Damage Reduction Activities (400 Series)



300 
Series

400 
Series

500 
Series

600 
Series Activity 410:

56 pts

Activity 420:
988 pts

Activity 430:
501 pts

Activity 440:
166 pts

Activity 450:
253 pts

Flood Damage Reduction Activities (400 Series)



Types of Flood Data

Pinellas County Floodplains – Coastal

• FEMA Flood Insurance Study (FIS) & Flood Insurance Rate 

Map (FIRM)

• Pinellas County Vulnerability Assessment

Pinellas County Floodplains – Non-tidal

• FEMA Flood Insurance Study (FIS) & Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM)

• Pinellas County Stormwater Master Plan (SWMP) and 
Watershed Management Plans (WMPs)



• Coastal Update Only

• Started in 2012, Became Effective August 2021

• Base Flood Elevations (BFE) provided on Flood Map Service

• Except for un-numbered A-zones

• May need to add 0.4’ to the BFE depending on Coastal Floodplain

FEMA FIS and FIRM

• Uses:

• Determining Federal Flood Insurance Requirements

• Building Regulations Minimum

• When not superseded by Best Available Data



Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Update

Legend

Decrease in BFE

High to Low or Moderate Risk Zone

Increase in BFE

Low or Moderate to High Risk Zone

Panel Not Updated

No Change in BFE (Low or Moderate Risk Zone)

No Change in BFE (High Risk Zone)

No Change in BFE (High Risk Zone)

12%

8%

1%

3%

49%

17%

10%

Overview of Changes from 2009 FIRM 

to New FIRM

Area - Countywide



BFE Difference from 2009 FIRM 
to Vulnerability Assessment 

 Generally, +1 ft  Countywide

Pinellas County Vulnerability Assessment



Watershed Management Plans (WMP)



Watershed Management Plans (WMP)



Watershed Management Plans (WMP)



Stormwater Manual



300 
Series

400 
Series

500 
Series

600 
Series• Repetitive loss area analysis

• Substantial Damage Management Plan
• Acquiring and relocating buildings
• Elevating building above the flood level
• Capital improvements program
• Prohibition of dumping regulations
• Channel debris inspection and removal
• Hotspot identification, inspection, and 

maintenance

Flood Damage Reduction Activities (500 Series)



300 
Series

400 
Series

500 
Series

600 
Series

Activity 510:
555 pts

Activity 520:
96 pts

Activity 530:
125 pts

Activity 540:
342 pts

Flood Damage Reduction Activities (500 Series)



Repetitive Loss Area Analysis



Substantial Damage Plan



Acquisition, Relocation, and Elevation 

2002



Acquisition, Relocation, and Elevation 

Current



Channels, Hotspots, and Storage Basins



300 
Series

400 
Series

500 
Series

600 
Series

• Flood Warning and Response
• Identification of impending flood threats
• Monitoring gauge levels
• Coordinating flood response activities
• Annual flood exercise
• StormReady Community

Flood Damage Reduction Activities (600 Series)



600 Series Activities



Local Mitigation 
Strategy

(510 FMP)

Appendix:
Program for Public 
Information (PPI)

Flood Response 
Plan (330 FRP)

Flood Insurance 
Improvement Plan 
(370 FIA, CP, & CPI)



Flood Risk and Mitigation Public 
Information Working Group 
(FRMPIWG)

• 17 Municipalities plus County

• Meet three times per year

• 10 Topics with Key Messages



Prerequisites

• Repetitive Loss Outreach for Category B 
or C (any repetitive loss properties) with 
sources of financial assistance identifies 
(grant programs, etc.)

• Receive 90% or higher on Construction 
Certificates

• Construction Certificate Management 
Procedures

• Flood insurance policies on community 
owned buildings in SFHA

• Show LiMWA on final FIRM

• 1 ft Freeboard (including mobile homes)

• BCEGS Classification

• Open Space AND Higher Development 
Regulations

• Watershed Master Plan (with future 
conditions consideration)

• Must include sea level rise for coastal 
communities

• Water Quantity UP TO and INCLUDING 
100-yr

• Floodplain Management Plan

• Flood Warning and Response Plan (with 
levees and/or dam failure threat)



Questions?

www.Pinellas.gov/publicworks

Maxine Moore, CFM
Floodplain Technician

(727) 464-8206
MMoore@Pinellas.gov

mailto:ldfoster@PinellasCounty.org
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